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Dear Parishioner, 
 

We are gearing up for a fun and fantastic 2019-20 school year!  As we plan and prepare, we thought it would be fun to 
take a look back at last year’s accomplishments. 
  
2018-2019 theme: What a Friend, by Matt Maher. This is a continuation of our God is on the Move theme from 2016-
2017 and Impossible from 2017-2018. This year's theme integration was fantastic! We used it for Advent, for Lent, for 
retreats, for discipline, for classroom discussions...it was a fantastic theme choice. For next year, Student Council has 
already chosen A Different Drum, by Blanca, and the theme will be "Be the Person God Created You to Be."  
Student Council: This year's council did a great job of representing all the grades in the school. Their crowning 
achievements were the first annual Spirit Week, Catholic Schools Week, and the procurement of a Buddy Bench for 
recess! I'm very proud of their accomplishments.  
All-School Adoration: This was new this year. We had adoration twice; once during Advent and once during Lent. After 
the first adoration time, we had a donor gift us the funds for our own monstrance! This has been a powerful way to teach 
students about the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist!  
Lent and Holy Week: We followed our theme of "What a Friend" and learned about the Apostles--i.e., Jesus' friends. 
Each week, classes adopted a theme and earned pictures of the Apostles. During Holy Week, we had retreats, made 
Semana Santa carpets (5th grade), hosted Seder meals (6th grade), shared our Resurrection eggs (K) and prayed the 
Stations of the Cross (shadow stations led by 4th grade). First and sixth grade created a rolling library that they donated to 
Kootenai Health's pediatric wing. The classes who earned their Apostles had a fun piñata party when we returned after 
Easter!  
Union de Amor: We continued our work with Pope St. Pius X and St. Thomas the Apostle's mission to Honduras. We 
collected used school supplies again. This year, we transformed our Broadway night performance to a dinner theater to 
raise money for the mission. They raised $1270 to help our friends in Honduras.  
Senior Glory Walk: This was our second annual event! We had a great turnout of graduates and it was a positive 
experience for the students and the alumni.  
Security System: We had the school evaluated in August for security plans. Once we had bids in hand, we decided to 
raise money for this project at our auction. After the auction, we had a second walk-through and final plans were drawn 
up. This summer, we had 25 security cameras and 2 monitors installed.  Thank you to all who donated to this important 
project! 
Grandparents' Day continues to grow as an event. We're wondering if we should pare it back a little; the grandparents 
have told us it's a LONG day!  
Finance: Yet another year of a BALANCED BUDGET!!! This was a challenge because we are trying to stay at 88% of 
the CDA district salary schedules. We had some spirited discussions about financial assistance in the Advisory Council 
this year, and the conversation helped us to prioritize and focus on our mission.  
Hawktoberfest—is our annual fall carnival. This year, we had record attendance and a great time for all! The new 
organizer introduced food trucks, which was a hugely popular change.  
Christmas Programs & Spring Concert—Every year, these performances are ways that we share our students’ talents 
with the larger community. The Christmas program is held at the Kroc Center; this year, the music department presented 
Scrooge. The Spring Concert showcases students, vocals, and instruments—from very small children with bells and 
boomwhackers to the older students in the band with trumpets, clarinets, saxophones, and more. The HFCS band is 
showing great progress.  
8th grade had several special events, including:  

8th grade Saints—Every year, the 8th graders research a particular saint. They create “Saintbook” profiles for the 
saints, dress up as the saints, and present about the saints’ lives in a saint fair. 
8th grade trip—The eighth graders spent a weekend in the Silver Valley, building community and saying 
goodbye to their 8th grade year. They stayed at St. Alphonsus Parish, rode the Hiawatha trail, and went to a pool 
and a water park.  

HFCS Fundraising: We had a really strong year! Our SUCCESS program was right on target, our auction was 
INCREDIBLE, and our SCRIP program had a banner year! Thank you to all patrons who support Catholic education at 
HFCS!  
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Graduations—The HFCS Kindergartners graduated on June 6th. On June 10th, the HFCS 8th graders graduated! The 8th 
graders had a Mass and a formal graduation ceremony at St. George's parish. We’re very proud of our graduates and we 
wish the 8th graders well in their high school pursuits! 
Data:  Our students participate in the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) test.  This test is a computer based adaptive 
assessment created by the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA); it is the test that HFCS and the Diocese of Boise 
use to measure student achievement and growth—and to analyze strengths and weaknesses in our curriculum.  This year, 
students in the state of Idaho once again took the SBAC test, which is different than the ISAT test to which we used to 
compare our proficiency numbers.  MAP does give us a linking study to predict if our students would be proficient on the 
SBAC, but cautions us not to compare the two types of data.  So, I’m once again presenting our data as an average of 
mean RIT scores;  the HFCS average mean, the district (diocese) average mean, and the national average mean.  To get 
these numbers, I took the mean score for each grade and averaged them for a mean average RIT score.  (Special thanks to 
Denise Hammrich at All Saints Catholic School in Lewiston; this method was her idea!)  It’s not a perfect system, but it 
does illustrate our achievement.   
 

Math Reading Language Usage 

HFCS 226.2 HFCS 217.5 HFCS 217.8 

Diocese 224.1 Diocese 217.1 Diocese 216.9 

National 216.5 National 208.4 National 208.5 

 

Enrollment 2019-2020 

The enrollment season has once again been a great blessing for our school!  We currently have a total enrolment of 243. 
 

Grade 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018  2018-2019 
2019-2020 

(Current) 

Preschool N/A N/A 
24 24  

9 8 

PreK 19 17 15 21 

Kindergarten 21 24 26 27  26 23 

1st grade 19 22 24 27  28  20 

2nd grade 22 18 25 20 27 24 

3rd grade 27 23 22 27 24 28 

4th grade 20 25 28 19 26 30 (waiting list) 

5th grade 23 17 27 25 18 24 

6th grade 18 19 17 25 21 19 

7th grade 16 17 19 15 23 20 

8th grade 16 16 16 19 14 26 

Total 201 198 228 228 231 243 

 

 
There are many ways that you can be a part of our HFCS community, from participating in fundraisers, volunteering, 
attending Mass, or simply praying for us and our mission.  We welcome you to our school and hope to see you soon!  
Thank you to all of you who are already an integral part of our community through your gifts of time, talent, and treasure.  
We couldn’t do all of this without you! 
 
Thank you so very much for continuing to grant me the privilege of serving you as your Catholic school principal!  I 
cherish each of our children and will continue to strive to “promote excellence in education—both spiritually and 
academically—for the whole person, thereby nourishing the gifts uniquely given to each by God” (HFCS mission).  
Thank you for your support, for your prayers, and for your love for Holy Family Catholic School! 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
 
 
 
Bridgit Arkoosh, Principal 


