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Winter may have gone into overdrive, but in the music room, we’re preparing for warmer weather and our 
Spring programs!


May 17th- Grandparent’s Day at HFCS.  Enjoy music and even student compositions to our theme of “Living 
Waters” for grades PreK—8.


May 23rd- “Broadway Night”. The choir and jazz band are busy preparing for this wonderful performance.

“The Lion King” Star Visits HFCS! 
Several groups of HFCS students were treated to a song and dance workshop by one of the stars of the 
traveling cast of “The Lion King” musical last week.  Mr. Gerald Ramsey, who plays ‘Mufasa’, (the young 
lion Simba’s father) graciously agreed to spend one of his few free afternoons with our students. He 
worked with the students on some drama warm-ups, and then proceeded to teach them a song, with 
choreography, from “The Lion King”.  The process, from song lyrics to movement and dance, was 
fascinating, and a real window into what goes on behind the scenes to prepare for a Broadway show.


Mr. Ramsey is a native of Tacoma (his father’s home town) and American Samoa (his mother’s home).  He 
was Mrs. Reese’s music and drama student from 7th grade to 12th grade when his father, a pilot, was 
working in Saudi Arabia. During those years, he earned many high level international music honors. Gerald 
taught in Hawaii for several years before being asked to audition for the Broadway show.  A few months 
later, he was offered the part of Mufasa, and has been traveling with “The Lion King” for over three years.






BAND NEWS 
Our band program is moving forward and working 
on wonderful music for the Spring Concert. 


Grade 5 band has made a great deal of progress 
since Christmas break, and have received their first 
piece of concert music. They have upcoming 
playing tests, which Mrs. Reese uses to evaluate 
the learning needs of individuals as well as the 
group as a whole. Please don’t forget to look over 
the Practice Card. The students will have a weekly 
Practice Card with updated goals to inform their 
practice routine.


How much practice does a student need? The 
minimum should be 15-30 minutes of instrument 
practice five days a week- six is better.  Our 
students have homework obligations and a large 
variety of outside activities, but a few minutes of 
music practice each day goes a long way to 
ENHANCE academic growth! Synapses formed 
during music practice fire up the brain, and 
actually make concentrating on homework easier.


The after-school band now meets three days a 
week, and has been working on more advanced 
music, including show tunes and classical pieces.  
They, as well as the Intermediate Band, will be 
working towards performances, but will also be 
doing some small ensemble work on Chorales 
which will be performed at Mass.  I will let you 
know when your child will be playing.


Elementary Music Pre-K-3 
The musical concept we are exploring for all grades 
in January and February is RHYTHM.  Students Pre  
K-5 are working on recognizing notes and rests, 
playing or singing to a steady beat, and, in grades 
2-3, performing more complex rhythms. They will 
use this knowledge in 3rd grade to begin some 
composition work.


As we begin crafting our program to the theme of 
“Living Waters”, all grade levels are working on 
instrument exploration.  For Pre-K, Kindergarten, 
and 1st grade, this consists of small percussion 
and rhythm instruments.  Which instrument would 
YOU choose to depict the sound of rain?  A running 
river? An elephant?  


Poetry is often used to create lyrics to songs, and 
3rd grade will use water poems to write their own 
interpretations of those poems.  They will be able to 
use a variety of rhythmic and melodic instruments, 
along with their knowledge of music basics such as 
rhythm, dynamics, and melody line to compose a 
beautiful song.


Dance and movement are, as usual, a big part of 
our classroom learning environment as well. The 
2nd grade “Free Dance” competition to “Baby 
Elephant Walk” was a big hit!


Grade 4 recorder players  have had their first 
playing and written tests, and with great success! 
They will be introduced to “Recorder Karate” this 
week, with each student earning “belts” as they 
hone their music skills. We will soon begin our 
concert music.




Performance Choir Prepares for Multiple Performances 
Our choir is in the middle of another busy season, as they prepare for Grandparent’s Day concert, outreach 
concerts to local resident nursing homes, and, of course, Broadway Night!!  The room and rehearsals are 
buzzing with excitement as we begin our group numbers for Broadway Night, work on concert songs, and 
prepare for solo and small ensembles of the students’ choosing for Broadway Night.


This year, our Broadway Night performance is going to be a “Dinner Theater” in conjunction with a 
fundraiser for our mission school in Honduras. Stay tuned for details!


Sixth Grade Music History 
After the intense rehearsal schedule of a musical, 
the 6th grade music class has now slowed down a 
bit to explore some music history.  They are 
specifically studying the history of sacred and 
liturgical music, and the history of the Mass 
through music.


Thus far, we have touched on the music of 
Antiquity (pre-Christian), and moved on to the 
Medieval Era, Byzantine and Gregorian chant, and 
early polyphony (many voices).  They have also 
learned the parts of the Ordinary of the Mass, their 
structure, and original performance languages.  
Ask your child which part of the Ordinary is in 
Greek, while the rest are in Latin!  





